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AFFIDAVI
VIT IN SUPPORT OF MOTION ON NOTICE FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE
FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE APPLICANTS

| E | .
LORM ABABIO of 52 Swaniker Street, Abelenkpe, Accra. in the Greater Accra Region of the
Republic of Ghana make oath and say as follows;

1. That | am a Ghanaian, a lawyer by profession and one of the Applicants herein and | have
the authority and consent of the other Applicants 10 depose 10 this affidavit on their behalf

on matters the facts of which are within my knowledge, information. nstruction and belief

by virtue of my being a party in the matter.

2 That the Applicants are patriotic law abiding citizens of Ghana of different ages and diverse

backgrounds.

3. That the 1%t Respondent is the Head of the Ghana Police Service. A state institution

responsible for the maintenance of law and order in Ghana.

4 That the 2" Respondent is the principal legal adviser to the government of Ghana and has
the mandate to prosecute and also to defend all actions brought against the government of
Ghana.

5 That a social activism group known as the Democracy hub organized a protest 1o raise
awareness and get government action on issues affecting ordinary citizens of Ghana
including corruption, unemployment, the high cost of living and environmental degradation
with the theme of the demonstration being “Stop Galamsey Now”. Attached as Exhibit A

series are flyers of the protest.




and the 23d of September 2024

6. - 3
That Applicants participated in the brotest on the 215, 22
lawful actions of the

as a patriotic duty only for the peaceful protest to be marred by the U
Ghana Police Service.

ceful process Dy resorting to

demonstrators by blocking

armed police presence to

7. That while peacefully protesting, the police disrupted the pea
the use of excessive force and intimidation tactics against the
roads, diverting traffic and deploying heavy fully armoured and
Intimidate the protesters.

anting access through barricaded areas

the Deputy National
they claimed that

8. That the police further escalated tensions by gr
near the Jubilee House to a group of nearly 100 individuals led by
Organiser of the New Patriotic Party (NPP) 1O confront protesters as

protesters were destroying their party paraphernalia. Attached as Exhibit Baren

of this fact.

aws Items

9. That act of the police was a breach of their core duty to maintain public order and the safety

of persons as they exposed the peaceful protesters to danger/harm.

10.That in the face of disruption by the police, the interactions between the police and some

protesters became violent leading to the organisers of the protest having

a meeting with the police hierarchy to resolve matters for the protest 10 s

cause to request

for uccessfully end

but they were denied audience. Attached as Exhibit C.

11.That in the midst of the chacs initiated by the police by their unprofessional conduct and

tactics, they resorted to the arbitrary arrests of all protesters instead of identifying
individuals who were breaking the law.

12 That on their arrests, the police refused to disclose to organisers of the protest, the number

of persons they had arrested or to provide details on their location and their lawyers had to

make a demand on the IGP for this information. Attached as Exhibit D.

13 That the Police refused Applicants access to their lawyers and frequently moved them from

one police station to the other to deny them access to legal representation

14.That the Applicants were denied access 1o basic necessities like food, water, feminine



e health conditions and

hygiene products, essential medication to protesters with delicat
ity of the Applicants.

personal hygiene products which act is inhumane and impugn= the dign

15.That some Applicants were kept in police custody for more than 48 hours before being

presented before a court in violation of Article 14(3)(b) of the 1992 constitution.

16.That the Applicants were presented to court on trumped UpP charges and denied ball.

the 1992 constitution to respect and

17 That the defendants are under a duty per article 12 of

uphold the rights enshrined in the constitution in respect of all persons in Ghana.

18. That the Respondents failed to protect the fundamental rights and freedoms of Applicants

within the facts of this matter and actively violated these rights and treedoms with impunity.

19.That | verily believe that the disruption of the Police of a peaceful protest violated our
freedom of assembly including freedom 10 take part in proces
Article 21(d) of the 1992 Constitution.

sions and demanstrations In

20 That | verily believe that the arbitrary arrest and detention of the Applicants has violated

our rights to liberty and security of our person and freed
992 constitution, Article 9 of the

om from unlawful and arbitrary

arrest and detention enshrined in Article 14 of the 1
Universal Declaration of Human Rights; Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights; Principles 2 and 11 of the Body of Principles for the protection of all persons

under any form of detention or imprisonment and Article 6 of the African Charter on Human

and Peoples' Rights.

21 That | verily believe that the blatant refusal of the Respondent 1o grant us access to our
lawyers violated their right to legal representation enshrined in Article 14(2) of the 1992

constitution of Ghana.

22.Thatil verily believe that Respondents denial of Applicants access to basic necessities like
food. water, female hygiene products, essential medication and personal hygiene products
whiles in their custody violated their human dignity as enshrined in Article 15 of the 1992

constitution, Article 5 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights and Article 10
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
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23.That | verily believe .
g keemng SOme Applicants in police custody for more than 48 hours

before presentin
9 them bef | o
Ghana. Of€ a court violated Article 14(3)(b) of the 1992 constitution ©

24. That | verily believe, that if

this court does not intervene, the Respondents will be
emboldened

N Violating the rights of the Applicants

25. That | verily believe same to be true that the enormous breaches of the fundamental rights
and freedoms under the 1992 Constitution and the International Human RIgn's Instruments

referred to above entitles Applicants to the appropriate remedies from e Human AT
Court as indicated in our claims below.

WHEREFORE, | swear to this affidavit in support of the facts stated above and claim the following

reliefs against the Respondents jointly and severally:

1. A Declaration that the conduct of the Ghana Police Service In disrupting the
peaceful protest violated Article 21(d) of the 1992 Constitution, Article 21
of the International Covenant on Civil and political Rights, Article 11 of
the African Charter on Human and pPeoples’ Rights and Article 20 of the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

2 A Declaration that the Respondents have violated Applicants rights to liberty
and security of their person and freedom from unlawful and arbitrary arrest
and detention enshrined in Article 14 of the 1992 constitution, Article 9 of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; Article 9 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Principles 2 and 11 of the Body
of Principles for the protection of all persons under any form of

detention or imprisonment and Article 6 of the African Charter on
Human and Peoples’ Rights.

A Declaration that Respondents have violated Applicants right to legal

representation enshrined in Article 14(2) of the 1992 constitution of
Ghana.
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4.

9.

Sworn at Accra this 5 : ;
Day of October, 2024 )
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A Declarati
| .
ol on that denymg the Applicants basic necessities while in detention
their right to human dignity as enshrined In Article 15 of the 1992
constituti .
titution, Article 5 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’

Rights and Article 10 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights,

A declaration that the detention of some Applicants for more than 48 hours

before bringing them before a court violated their rights under Article 14(3)(b)
of the 1992 constitution.

A declaration that the force used by Respondents on Applicants was

excessive, unreasonable and unjustifiable.

. A Declaration that the conduct of Respondents s in breach of the standards

of fairness and reasonableness under Article 23, proper use of
discretion under Article 296, and all implied rights inherent in a
democracy intended to secure the freedom and dignity of man which
include the right not to be subjected 1O arbitrary and malicious
prosecution under Article 33(5) of the 1992 Constitution.

. An order directed at the Respondents to pay to the Applicants

compensation for unlawful and unwarranted breach of the Applicants’
fundamental human rights.

Cost and legal fees.
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